
Carolinas Communication Association 

Business Meeting Minutes 

September 30, 2017 

Clemson, SC 

 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by temporary Executive Director, Jason Black at 

12:50pm   

 

II. Approval of the Minutes 

 

The minutes from the 2016 Convention Business Meeting were approved with changes. 

Dr. Jody Natalle, UNCG noted that her name was misspelled on the minutes.  Theresa 

Russo acknowledged her error and agreed to correct the misspelling. 

 

III. Officer Reports 

A. President Jennifer Brubaker (University of North Carolina-Wilmington) was 

unable to attend the conference.  Jason Black (University of North Carolina-

Charlotte) read the report on her behalf.  Jason introduced the Executive council 

and noted that John McArthur (Queens University-Charlotte, NC) has agreed to 

step in as 1st Vice President. Due to health reasons, Leanne Pupchek has stepped 

down.  She is currently recovering and is expected to be out of work for about a 

year.  Pauline Matthey and her team at Clemson have done a phenomenal job of 

organizing this year’s conference. This year’s Executive Committee has worked 

well together, successfully navigating through unforeseen circumstances. Jason 

Black has assumed the position of Executive Director.  Jason Black is not new to 

CCA and has helped to lead CCA to where it is today. A Constitutional 

Amendment to add the position of Executive Director has been drafted and 

circulated to the membership.  The Amendment will be taken up under New 

Business.  Reported that quality teachers, scholars, and dedicated leaders have 

continued to provide us with a rich sample from which to draw for our awards this 

year. Members were encouraged to submit nominees to next year’s calls, as an 

even stronger pool of candidates will further solidify the high caliber of our 

members. 

 

B. 1st Vice President and Conference Planner Pauline Matthey (Clemson University) 

thanked everyone for their support.  There were 79 attendees representing 26 

Universities and Colleges and 7 states at the conference.  The structure of the 

meeting followed that of 2016 with the business meeting being held on Saturday.   

There were 20 panels, 4 G.I.F.T.S presentations and 10 papers presented.    The 

purpose of the conference was to share the work we do and have the opportunity 

to take a look at life in Tiger Town.  The keynote speaker, Dr. Rhonda Thomas 

(Clemson University) presented “Scholars as Storytellers: Communicating the 



Early History of African Americans at Clemson University”.  This year online 

registration and membership was offered.  Friday evening a reception was held on 

campus.   Students at Clemson assisted in creating a Social Media presence for 

the CCA “All In’ conference.  A team of eight (8) Clemson students assisted with 

the Conference planning and execution.  The conference committee partnered 

with Alpha Kappa Psi in order to secure free on-campus venues for the 

conference.  Campus partners donated the goodie bags.  Pauline thanked the 

Clemson library, UNCC, and all the sponsors for their support of CCA.  She 

thanked her awesome team who asked a lot of questions and thanked Jason Black 

who was a sounding board and who student Macy commented about his help with 

“we all need a friend like Jason.” 

 

C. Treasurer Carol Leeman (University North Carolina-Charlotte) provided a 

preliminary report. For this year’s 2017 conference there were 41 people who 

preregistered. She reported receipts this year of $1,490 memberships, $1,325 

registrations, $500 sponsorships, Ray Camp Award $110, Jarrard Award $160, 

and General Donation $20 for a grand total of $3605. Carol anticipates an 

additional $940 income for those who registered at the Conference. Projected 

expenses include $1,765.66 Conference (plus $115.00 shuttle expense), $1,200 

Annual, $102.93 Website, $472.00 Awards for total 2017 expenses of $3,540.59. 

 

Jody Natalle said that we usually see the state of the organization.  Carol 

estimated $10,000 in account and reported this was her first budget report and 

those numbers would be made available.   

 

D. Secretary Theresa Russo (Central Piedmont Community College) CCA 2016 

minutes were posted to the CCA website.   

 

E. Carolinas Communication Annual Editor Melody Lehn (Sewanee: The University 

of the South) was not in attendance.  Carol Leeman read her report. The Carolinas 

Communication Annual had a total of 14 submissions this year, up 1 from last 

year and not including an invited forum of three essays and an editor’s 

introduction. Of these submissions, 5 were accepted, indicating a 33% rate of 

acceptance for this year. The 2017 Annual begins with an outstanding forum of 

essays called “Building on Our Legacies,” and proceeds with two research 

articles, one “debut” graduate student research essay, and two GIFTS INC 

teaching activities. Contributors this year represent seven states (North Carolina, 

South Carolina, Alabama, Tennessee, Wisconsin, Texas, and Kentucky) and eight 

institutions (University of North Carolina-Greensboro, University of North 

Carolina-Wilmington, University of South Carolina-Aiken, University of 

Alabama-Huntsville, University of Memphis, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, 

Abilene Christian University, and University of Kentucky). Disciplinary areas and 

topics represented include: institutional history, state associations in the 

profession, undergraduate research, community engagement, teacher-student 



relationships, prophetic rhetoric, ethical communication, and pedagogical 

strategies for teaching statistics. Every paper underwent a double-blind review 

process. Melody recognized and thanked our 2016-2017 Editorial Board members 

for their time and expertise in reading these papers and providing authors with 

thoughtful, constructive feedback: Jason Edward Black, Deborah Breede, Wanda 

Fenimore, Dan Grano, Brandon Inabinet, Richard Leeman, Jason Munsell, 

Elizabeth Natalle, Sean Patrick O’Rourke, Susan Opt, Andrea Patterson-Masuka, 

Leanne Pupchek, Sharlene Richards, Caroline E. Sawyer, Roy Schwartzman, and 

Jayne Violette. Each Editorial Board member who reviewed papers this year has 

received a professional letter of thanks for their service to CCA. We printed the 

journal again with Sun Solutions in Columbia, South Carolina, and they did an 

excellent job maintaining the redesign for the journal – continuing the work of 

previous editors, especially my predecessor Jason Munsell, in making this a 

competitively read publication and enhancing its standing as a “state/regional” 

journal in the profession. If you presented a research paper or GIFTS INC activity 

at this year’s convention, consider submitting it to the 2018 Annual. Guidelines 

for submission can be found in this year’s Annual, and the deadline for submitting 

is April 16, 2018. If you would like to submit to next year’s Annual or are 

interested in serving on the 2017-2018 Editorial Board, please contact Melody 

Lehn at: mjlehn@sewanee.edu.  

 

F. 2nd Vice President-John McArthur (Queens University) was not in attendance, on 

his behalf, Jason Black reminded members to send ideas for a potential 

conference theme.  2018 CCA Conference to be held in Charlotte, NC the last 

weekend of September or first weekend in October.   
 

G. Web Manager Elena Martinez-Vidal (Midlands Technical College) was not in 

attendance.  Theresa Russo reported on the progress made to develop a new CCA 

website.  Sean Kingsbury (USC-Beaufort) agreed to work with students to 

develop a few prototype websites for review by the EC.    

 

IV. Standing Reports 

A. Peter Glovitzki (Coker College) and Caroline Sawyer (University of South 

Carolina-Beaufort) were nominated for 2nd Vice President.   

 

B. Resolutions Committee for 2016-2017.  Theresa Russo, to write letters of 

appreciation of service to all the representative institutions and department heads 

of our association’s executive officers.  Vote passed.   

 

V. New Business 

Constitutional Amendment to add the position of Executive Director came to the floor as a 

seconded motion from the Executive Committee.  Richard Leeman led the discussion. He 

indicated that the position of Executive Director is a requirement for filing for non-profit 

status, and that another benefit of adding the position is that it would help with institutional 

memory. Vote passed 



 

  

VI. Announcements 

Carolina Sawyer (University South Carolina Beaufort) was elected 2nd Vice President. 

 

Jason Munsell (University of South Carolina-Aiken), 1st Vice President of SSCA announced 

that SSCA would be in Nashville in 2018, a great conference is planned.  Deadline for 

Undergraduate submissions is December 14, 2017.  He anticipated a rough draft of the 

SSCA program to be completed at NCA. 

 

John Edwards (Methodist University) reported that he is working on a project to collect data 

on teaching Online Public Speaking. He would like to provide a survey link to be sent to 

CCA members.  He was instructed to contact Pauline Matthey about sharing the link. 

 

VII. Award Presentations 

 

Brittany Rankin (University of North Carolina-Greensboro) was awarded the Mary E. 

Jarrard Prize for an undergraduate student paper.  

 

Julie Mission (Bob Jones University) was awarded the Mary E. Jarrard Prize for a graduate 

student paper. 

 

Susan Opt (James Madison University) was awarded the Betty Jo Welch Service Award. 

 

Richard Leeman (University of North Carolina-Charlotte) was awarded Ray Camp prize for 

an Outstanding Research paper.  

  

Caroline Sawyer (University of South Carolina-Beaufort) was awarded Monica Pombo 

Early Career Teaching Award. 

 

Jonathan Crane (University of North Carolina-Charlotte) was awarded the Lloyd Rohler 

Career Teaching Award. 

 

VIII. Adjournment 

 

Gavel passed to Pauline Matthey, President CCA.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:53pm 

p.m. 

 

Minutes prepared by: 

 

Theresa Russo 

CCA Secretary, 2017-2018 


